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What did Jesus see? 
 
AFTER Jesus had arrived in Jerusalem, 
   riding on a donkey, clothes and palms strewn in his path… 
 

…Jesus goes to the temple— 
--the center of the spiritual universe of his day. 

At Mark says: 
  “and when Jesus had looked around at everything, 
      as it was already late, he departed…” 
 
What did Jesus see…when he looked at everything? 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
If we believe that the ULTIMATE MEANING of God is LOVE-- 

--this week defines what LOVE means for us… 
 

 …and this is a VERY different LOVE than the versions of love 
      our culture offers us… 
 
In Jesus, we see one who dared to be ALL  

that God created life to be—in a human form. 
 
It HAS to be in human form… 
 ...that is the ONLY form human beings will ever understand. 
For Jesus--his question, throughout the gospels, is: 

"How do I make people aware of the infinite love of God  
in the midst of their broken  

and distorted lives?" 
 
So, what Jesus saw that Palm Sunday when he looked around… 

…was EVERYTHING he was trying to heal, 
…and EVERYONE he was trying to love. 
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* * * * * * * * * *  

 
The poet Warsan Shire is a Kenya-born British-Somali. 

A few years ago, she wrote this poem… 
 

they set my aunts house on fire 
i cried the way women on tv do 
folding at the middle 
like a five pound note. 
i called the boy who use to love me 
tried to ‘okay’ my voice 
i said hello 
he said warsan, what’s wrong, what’s happened? 
 
i’ve been praying, 
and these are what my prayers look like; 
 
dear god 
i come from two countries 
one is thirsty 
the other is on fire 
both need water. 
 
later that night 
i held an atlas in my lap 
ran my fingers across the whole world 
 
and whispered 
where does it hurt? 
it answered 
everywhere 
everywhere 
everywhere.1 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
…What Jesus saw was literal human hunger that was devastating 
    and a spiritual starvation that was choking; 
 
Jesus saw people trying to manufacture their own salvation— 
  --by a clever business arrangement in the temple, 
  --by a clever accommodation to the Roman powers,      
or by a blustery optimism willfully ignoring the worst 
          life was doling out. 
 
In World War II, soldiers would check out library books 
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before going to war— 
--so that they would have the psychological responsibility  

of having to return them…after their tour of duty was over.  
 

They sought to escape the reality that they might die,  
by thinking they had to return their library books  

by a certain date.2 
 
None of us would critique that “psychological trick.” 
      …You do what you have to do to get by. 
 
What Jesus saw…was that “just getting by”—ultimately comes up short— 
         --of God’s intention for us. 
 
What Jesus saw at the end of that parade…was EVERYTHING. 
  …Everything the world was, 
  …Everything that people needed, 
  …And everything that God PROMISED. 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
The gospels trace this journey to Jerusalem  
    that culminates in this unlikely parade. 
 

At the beginning of the gospels, 
Jesus comes out of his wilderness of temptation  

    wondering how he could speak God’s word of LOVE. 
 
He wondered if people would feel loved  

if their physical needs were met-- 
"Turn these stones into bread." 

 
Meet their physical needs  

and THEN they will understand that they are loved… 
…But, many people have full stomachs  

and STILL feel radically EMPTY— 
      --with a deep hunger for God. 

 
OR, meet them on the level of their EGO NEEDS-- 

"Bow down for me, Jesus,  
   and you can have all the principalities of this world...” 

 
Meet their EGO needs and they will understand that they are loved... 

...BUT, there's NOT enough power or glory 
to satisfy the ego needs of a single person-- 

--we're always looking for more... 
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No matter what you do, you're never going to be made WHOLE 
by having YOUR EGO fulfilled. 

 
You're not even going to have it if you become RELIGIOUS-- 

"Cast yourself off the pinnacle of the temple, 
   for God will send angels to catch you— 

--and everybody will SEE that you have  
a SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP with God!" 

 
MORE EVIL has been done in the name of "special relationship with God"  

than nearly anything else. 
Being "RELIGIOUS" is NOT a step forward. 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 

SO, Jesus came out of the wilderness NOT KNOWING QUITE how 
to live out the meaning of the infinite love of God. 

 
He wanted to enable people to EXPERIENCE the holy love of God--   
       --he knows what he CANNOT do, 

but he doesn't know quite what he CAN DO... 
 
...And so, he begins his public life, 

trying to find a way to make that love known. 
 
The first thing he does is TALK ABOUT IT. 

To tell people about the love of God-- 
--Jesus teaches people and tells them PARABLES. 

 
He tells people that the love of God overcomes the barrier 

of human prejudice against Samaritans--against ALL  
we would seek to EXCLUDE. 

 
He tells them that the LOVE OF GOD is like  

the PARENT who has TWO CHILDREN 
who, NO MATTER WHAT is eager to draw those children 

into an embrace of love and grace! 
 
JESUS HOPES that as people hear him TALK about  

the LOVE OF GOD—they will respond. 
 
But...they do NOT hear the LOVE of GOD in Jesus' teaching. 

They hear ALL KINDS of things— 
 

--they hear a religious teacher. 
--they hear somebody who might have political aspirations-- 
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--BUT, they do NOT hear the love of God. 
 
AS A TEACHER…Jesus failed. 
    He did not accomplish the purpose for which he felt his life destined— 

--to have people experience the infinite, unconditional LOVE  
God has for each one of us. 

 
SO, since TEACHING did not work,  
 Jesus decides to DEMONSTRATE the power of the LOVE of God 

to heal that which is broken and distorted  
in mind and in body— 

--and we can go to the gospels  
and read miracle after miracle after miracle… 

 
That's what was behind those miracles-- 

--Jesus trying to demonstrate what happens in human life  
when love—infinite and powerful— 

--embraces the brokenness of human life  
and calls it back into WHOLENESS. 
 

Jesus hoped people would SEE the meaning of his life  
DEMONSTRATED in this manner. 

…BUT…they do NOT see... 
 
AT BEST--they thought he was just another "wonder worker" 

and AT WORST--they thought he was demon possessed. 
 
As a HEALER, as a WORKER of MIRACLES… 

…Jesus did NOT accomplish God’s purpose. 
 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
 
SO----TEACHING didn't do it, 
  And, WONDERS didn't do it-- 

--SO, Jesus turns away from the crowd, 
and he concentrates on his chosen band of disciples. 

 
In every gospel--you get a section where Jesus is giving a crash course  

to the DISCIPLES about the meaning of life, 
and the reality of God's LOVE. 

 
He wanted to live with them and share their life SO DEEPLY-- 

   --that they would have some sense of the LOVE OF GOD for THEM, 
some sense of the POWER of God--- 

---to CALL THEM into life and love and wholeness. 
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And Jesus concentrates on them during the whole course 

  of the remaining days of his ministry…AND HE FAILED! 
They kept arguing about WHO was greatest and WHO would sit where! 

They failed to understand. 
And FINALLY, when the chips were down-- 

--one betrayed him, 
--and one denied him, 
--and the others forsook him and fled. 

Jesus DID NOT SUCCEED as the leader of an intimate band of 12.  
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
At some point--this dawned on Jesus, 

and he decided that he had ONLY one door left open to him. 
ONE WAY that God was leading him... 

…If meeting purely physical needs, 
or ego needs, 
or being religious didn't do it--- 

--AND, If TEACHING didn't do it, 
and ACTS OF WONDER didn't do it, 
and INTIMATE COMMUNITY with disciples didn't do it-- 

 
--THEN, he had only ONE OPTION LEFT: 

He had to live out in his own person the meaning  
of the LOVE OF GOD... 

 
He had to SHOW how the love of God can take ALL the destruction  

and distortion present in human life-- 
  --and TRANSFORM IT and REDEEM IT. 

 
Jesus had to draw out of human life all the ANGER, 
     and VINDICTIVENESS,   

and INSECURITY 
and the FEAR-- 
--and even allow himself to be victimized by it. 

 
…And just perhaps, this was “the everything” that Jesus saw 
   that Palm Sunday evening standing in the temple… 
 
"PASSION" has the same root as the word "PASSIVE." 

When we talk about Jesus' Passion-- 
--we speak of a time when Jesus had things DONE TO HIM. 

 
There are many active verbs in the Passion narratives-- 

--but the SUBJECT of those active verbs is almost NEVER Jesus! 
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OTHERS are active--ACTING upon HIM... 
      
SO--still perfectly obedient to God— 

--Jesus walks toward his destiny. 
 
And when he is BETRAYED:   

the LOVE of God responds by LOVING the betrayer. 
And when he is DENIED:   

the LOVE of God responds by LOVING the denier. 
And when he is ABANDONED:   

the LOVE of God responds by LOVING those 
who have abandoned him. 

And when he is BEATEN and CRUCIFIED: 
the LOVE of God responds by LOVING those who have beaten him, 

and those who have crucified him. 
 

* * * * * * * * * * 
 
Dag Hammarskjöld was Secretary General of the United Nations  

60 years ago, who died on a peace mission in Africa  
when his plane went down.  

 
He was a Christian, but few knew it at the time.  
His personal journal notes were published, after his death,  

under the title Markings. 
 
In it, he addresses this day in Jesus’ life: 
 

A young man, adamant in his committed life… 
alone as he confronted his final destiny.  

 
If God required anything from him, he would not fail.  
Only recently, he thought, had he begun to see more clearly,  

and to realize that the road of possibility might lead to the cross.  
 

He knew, though, that he had to follow it,  
still uncertain as to whether he was indeed  

“the one who shall bring it to pass,”  
but certain that the answer could only be learned  

by following the road to the end. 
 

A young man, adamant in his commitment,  
who walks the road of possibility to the end  

without self-pity or demand for sympathy,  
fulfilling the destiny he has chosen.3  
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* * * * * * * * * *  
 
…When you look at the portrait of Jesus on the cross, 

you see the portrait of a WHOLE PERSON. 
Fully alive as he dies. 
   

   Jesus is SO WHOLE and SO FREE as God’s beloved child 
that he spends the last moments on the cross— 

--giving away his LOVE…as he gives away his LIFE! 
 
To the soldiers who have nailed him to the cross, 

he offers the word of FORGIVENESS. 
"Father forgive them, for they know not what they do." 

 
To the anxious man dying at his side, he offers the word of HOPE. 

"Today you will be with me in paradise!" 
 
To his bereaved mother at the foot of the cross, 

he is concerned about her well-being-- 
--so he commits her care into the hands  

of the one he calls the beloved disciple. 
 
As the angry crowd screams for his blood and taunts him, 

he responds with the dignity of pouring 
his life and his love out UPON THEM!! 
 

Jesus HOPES that people will be able to LOOK at the CROSS 
     and SEE the DEPTH of the LOVE OF GOD present HERE. 

 
A LOVE that loves you no matter who you are 

and no matter what you've done— 
--even when you BETRAY and DENY  

and seek to KILL the love of God— 
--EVEN THEN, the love of God responds by loving YOU! 

 
And Jesus DIES… 
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And the whole world stands in WONDER at that moment, 
because if someone does not see, in the cross of Christ, 

the meaning of the love of God LIVED OUT in human history-- 
--then Jesus would have FAILED... 

 
And living that love out would have failed as dramatically as 

his TEACHING failed, 
and his HEALING failed, 
and his life with an INTIMATE BAND of 12 failed. 

 
And the whole world awaits the verdict... 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
WHAT IS THE VERDICT? 

That does not depend just on God or on Jesus-- 
--It also depends on US. 

 
WHAT IS OUR VERDICT? 

 
We are called to answer—to make a RESPONSE to Jesus'  

LIVING OUT of LOVE. 
 
IF you and I TODAY do NOT see, in the cross of Christ, 

the meaning of the love of God LIVED OUT in human history-- 
--then Jesus FAILS...TODAY! 

 
God has done EVERYTHING in creation to show us love... 

...WILL WE LOVE? 
 
Failing at every other attempt to reach people in the name of God-- 

--Jesus did NOT fail on the cross. 
He NEVER failed to show us what LOVE looks like…lived out… 

 
So, what is our VERDICT?? 

…The VERDICT we pronounce on the LOVE of God  
as seen in Jesus of Nazareth-- 

--is defined by the LOVE we share: 
 
--in good times and in the hardest times, 
--in times of war, and in times of peace, 
--in times of abundance and in times of crushing scarcity, 
--in times of famine and injustice and terror and oppression, 
--in times of comfort, yes, but ALSO in times of great fear, 
--with people who love us back, 

and people who do NOT love us back, 
 --and especially—when that love COSTS us dearly. 
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When we, like Jesus on that Palm Sunday evening, 

look at EVERYTHING— 
Will we LOVE?   
Will we LOVE like Jesus loved?? 

 
EACH DAY is the most urgent moment 

when we return THAT VERDICT with one another 
  and for this desperately hungry 

and hurting world. 
 
Amen. 
 
 
 

1 Warshan Shire, “What they did yesterday afternoon” 
2 Michael Battle, Feasting on the Word, “Pastoral Perspective for Palm Sunday”, Year B, Volume 2 
3 Dag Hammarskjöld, Markings, pp.68-69 

                                                 


