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Genesis 1:1-5 
Matthew 6:25-34 

 
 
One of Frederick Buechner’s major gifts as a writer, are THESE WORDS: 
 
"...Today is the LAST day of your life. 

The house is coming awake because you who are a part 
of the house are coming alive. 

"And you will see this day as the first and last and most holy time. 
Whatever PROMISES you have to keep, 

if you don't keep them TODAY--they will NEVER be kept. 
Whatever it is you are to SAY, 

if you do not say it today--it will NEVER be said. 
And the PEOPLE--the ones who you love, 

and those who BORE you to death-- 
--whatever life you have in you to live with them, 

if you do not live it TODAY--it will NEVER be lived! 
 
...This is the LAST day of your life--because you will never see it again. 

  So, be as ALIVE in it....as you can...." 
 
Now, I hope we catch the TRUTH and POWER in those words... 

BUT—it is ALSO true that TODAY is NOT the last day! 
 
That’s becoming, I think, a more difficult thing to remember 

in a world full of sweeping changes and all kinds of ANXIETY… 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
Hackers hold hospital records hostage in a malware attack. 
North Korea rattles and rattles its nuclear sabre. 
 
Recently in Seattle, a baseball fan’s cremated ashes  

were dropped over the baseball park there  
by a low-flying airplane. 

 The deceased was a big baseball fan 
      and thought this was the way to go. 
 EXCEPT in this day of anxiety and preoccupation, 
   it immediately prompted a bio-terror scare. 
     Streets were closed off. 
     Alarms were sounded…officials were mobilized. 
 
We‘ve seen so much—we cannot help but feel that 
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      the apocalypse is at hand. 
 
It’s such a part of our world that we don’t notice the impact 
     of this skewed view of world history  
        and the world’s religions. 
 
Apocalyptic movements stir up those who act in destruction,  
        believing that they will be… 

…Rewarded with a HEAVEN as perfect as the earth is flawed. 
…Rewarded with a heaven as full of peace and joy and life 
   as the earth is full of sorrow and violence and death. 

 
Ever since that first atomic bomb went off— 

--we've had this cloud of anxiety over our heads. 
END TIME!  The end of the world drawing near! 

 
From "Dr. Strangelove" to "Fail Safe" to "The Day After" 

to "The China Syndrome" to "Jurassic Park" to “The Matrix”  
  to “28 Days Later” and “The Walking Dead”-- 

--the MOVIES that reflect our cultural preoccupations 
have reflected our ANXIETY over the Apocalypse... 

   …EXCEPT NOW we don’t need a show 
      to help us imagine the unimaginable. 
 
++Population experts say "stop breeding the way you 

   are breeding--OR ELSE DOOMSDAY!" 
 
++Environmental authorities point to pollution, ozone depletion, 
  and sound a consistent alarm about our home planet-- 

  --UNLESS we change our ways--ITS DOOMSDAY! 
 
++ AUDITORS of our budget  say 
   unless we learn to live within our means--? 

--you got it:  IT'S DOOMSDAY! 
 
++AUDITORS of MORALS say it's our SOULS that are bankrupt 

and unless we change our MORALITY-- 
     Don't you know it's DOOMSDAY!! 

 
…ALL THAT before we even begin to talk about the suitcase dirty bomb, 
    or the next plane, 
    or the next melting ice cap, 
    or vial released on a subway…DOOMSDAY! 
 
 *************** 
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And, if that is NOT enough—it seems to be the SAME in the CHURCH. 

All kinds of prognosticators say that Christendom has come to its END. 
The age of Christianity is over-- 

and NOW, we EITHER come forth with a new age faith--- 
---OR ELSE....it's DOOMSDAY! 

 
OR, on the OTHER hand-- 

--those who say we either get BACK to evangelism, 
back to the Bible, 
back to church the way it USED to be-- 

 --OR ELSE...DOOMSDAY! 
 
And EVERY ONE of these ultimatums is a "NOW...or NEVER." 
         It's "DO or DIE." 

We've gotten so used to our tension and anxiety 
that we hardly seem to notice it most days... 

 
The late Walker Percy, the brilliant novelist and essayist, once said: 
 "I look at the twentieth century,  
   with ALL its progress and innovation, 
     with ALL its promise and striving-- 

  --and I must ask the question: 
'WHY, in the shadow of all this progress, 

are modern human beings SO SAD?'" 
 
 ***************** 
 
NOW....over against all this, 

I wish to put these very gentle, very simple words of Jesus:   
"Don’t be worried about these things." 

 
With ALL these sweeping changes, 

ALL of these DOOMSDAY predictions, 
ALL the news of the day and projections about tomorrow, 
ALL of this obvious judgment pouring in--- 

--and Jesus just stands up and says:  "Do not be anxious"? 
 

    "Don't be overwhelmed...." 
 

   ...WHETHER this is doomsday or NOT is beyond our knowing. 
Certainly, beyond our control. 
Surely, beyond our responsibility. 

 
God has that in GOD'S hands. 
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We are NOT to fret about it:  DO NOT BE ANXIOUS! 

What does Jesus mean?? 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
The ONLY recurring dream I have, of which I am aware 

is that of being in a CAR, and I have to get someplace 
 (I don't know WHERE), 

and TIME is RUNNING OUT: 
++I can't see the road; 
++There's oncoming traffic; 
++I try to turn the wheel,  

but the steering wheel comes off in my hands... 
++And I try to STOP the car, 

but the brakes don't work-- 
--in fact the car just SPEEDS UP! 

 
WHERE is it that I have to be? 
HOW do I get there? 

There is NOTHING I can do-----things are OUT of my CONTROL! 
  Over and over I have the dream... 

(Somebody can have a field day trying to psychoanalyze that!) 
 
Talk about APOCALYPTIC ANXIETY! 

...But just know that while you're laughing at ME, 
you're laughing at YOURSELF too---I know that! 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

What all this really means---what is coming to the fore— 
   --is that part of our lives which is really NOT Christian... 
 
The great activist theologian, Reinhold Neibuhr once wrote: 

"For a Christian, there is NOTHING absolutely vital 
in ANY secular enterprise, 

endeavor, 
or cause..." 

 
NOTHING ABSOLUTELY VITAL....in ANYTHING that happens 

in terms of our time, 
our energy, 
OUR involvements. 

I DON'T LIKE THAT! 
 
---It IS VITAL whether or not we do something about our planet! 
---It IS vital whether or not we bring population under control! 
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---It IS vital that we get rid of destructive weapons  

and get our economics under control! 
---It IS vital that we AMEND our ways! 
 
I KNOW IT IS!  
  --And IF it doesn't happen--I know its DOOMSDAY!! 

".....There is NOTHING absolutely vital for the Christian 
in ANY secular concern..." 

 
That's what Jesus means when he says:  "Be not anxious!" 

"Don't be one of those panicked fanatics,  
who believe that IF THEIR CAUSE does not prevail, 

IF this particular thing which they 
support and sponsor doesn't win the day, 

THEN, ALL is LOST...WOE are we... 
 
…If I catch anything about the tenor of the Bible— 

--it is telling us over and over again 
that the sands of God are NOT the SAME as the sand  

in the egg-timer of the apocalyptic fanatic. 
 
It is NOT always ONE MINUTE until midnight in the Bible! 

Every day is NOT the same as the LAST day. 
   The LAST THINGS belong to God--it is NOT ours to be predict, 

or to make them come to pass. 
 
It is OURS to know that the last things are in God's hands, 

and therefore we need NEVER burn the house down! 
We need NEVER ultimately despair! 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
Jesus went to his hometown to preach the gospel. 

He didn't get anywhere. 
They ran him out of town. 

All the record says is:   
"He didn't do anything there, because of their unbelief." 

 
Oh YES he did! 
He got up and walked away! 

Jesus knew when to FOLD them as well as when to HOLD them. 
 
Jesus did not have to WIN them all! 

In fact, he didn't win very many... 
...Woe to those of us who were raised with the words of 
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Vince Lombardi, football coach of the Green Bay Packers, 

and his over-used adage that: 
"Winning isn't everything, it's the ONLY thing." 
 

NO!  That's WRONG...that's WRONG! 
Live your life under the credo that winning is the ONLY thing, 

and you'll end up as David Koresch in Waco,  
saying that you're Jesus Christ, 

and you'll INCINERATE your compound; 
  
OR, you’ll end up like Timothy McVeigh— 
   --sure that “collateral damage” of men, women, and children 
      are just the price of some twisted justice; 
  
OR, you’ll join Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold of Columbine… 
 
OR, you’ll get some poor, lost soul  

to strap a belt of explosives on themselves, 
 

OR, you’ll send more tanks into some desolate camp  
to flatten them body and soul. 

 
One way or another--you'll eventually burn up yourself— 

--throttled by ANXIETY! 
 
Every day is NOT the last day! 

You don't know what will happen tomorrow. 
 
Do what you can TODAY---and keep going! 

That's what it means to be NOT anxious. 
 
That's the kind of VISION for which we need to look in the church. 

Especially in the church—but ALSO for this world  
that is STARVING for meaning in every corner. 

 
People who know enough to know--that they really DON'T know it ALL.... 

They don't see "the WAY," but they don't have to see the way-- 
--they just have enough vision to know 

that their vision is NOT the ONLY way to see... 
 

* * * * * * * * * 
There is a President of a small college out West... 
    ...who says that every year she puts out one or two mandates 

which she knows the students or faculty will NOT accept. 
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She thinks they are good mandates, but she knows when she issues them  

   that they are NOT going to fly! 
 
She says she does this JUST SO that two weeks later,  

she can have a convocation meeting 
and say "I'm sorry, I was wrong." 

 
Now, I know that sounds like a GAME-- 

--but her point is to let those around her know 
that her opinion ISN'T the ONLY opinion. 

And the way I see it isn't the ONLY way to see it! 
 
 *************** 
 
Most people think of Harry Truman as FEISTY. 

But one day he remarked, 
  "Judge me by the places where I take a stand. 

  You won't find MANY--because there are  
     NOT many things on which 

I will dig in and FIGHT." 
"I find it hard to believe that those who are against me 

may not know MORE than I know..." 
 
 ****************** 
 
But, I'm not just talking here about politics or strategy. 
  I’m not sure, on any given day, what we can do about bio-terror, 
        or refugee camps, 
        or suicide bombers. 
I do know that we have a PROFOUND opportunity  

in how WE view our life and world each and every moment… 
…a world view shaped by a FAITH-view 

that EVERY DAY is NOT the LAST DAY.... 
 

And every conflict is NOT the last conflict, 
And every cause is NOT the ONE and ONLY cause, 
And every passage is NOT the LAST passage of your life; 

 
And I can hardly believe I'm saying this, because I KNOW how it sounds... 

.....As if you're NOT willing to stand up for some truth 
and LIVE for it and DIE for it. 

 
BUT--NEITHER was Jesus! 

Jesus ONLY went to Jerusalem ONCE. 
And ONLY for ONE reason. 
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   ...Because he trusted God’s future. 

 
The point is that RIGHTEOUSNESS of God by which 

our WINS every bit as much as our DEFEATS-- 
--are TRANSFORMED by something BEYOND OURSELVES... 

 
   How do WE know the END of the victory?  It may be DEFEAT. 
   How do we know the END of DEFEAT??  It may be VICTORY! 
 
All we can do is be responsible to the TRUTH as God lights our way, 

knowing all the while that we DON'T see it all, 
and NEVER WILL--this side of Paradise. 

 
TODAY is a NEW DAY... 

...And if there are promises to keep, 
UNLESS we keep them TODAY, they won't be kept; 

 
...If there is anything we have to SAY, 

unless we say it TODAY--it will never be said. 
 

...And there are people with whom we have to live, 
those that we love, and those that we don't-- 

--and either we live with them today 
with ALL that is within us, 

  OR, we will NEVER live it... 
 
BUT in the midst of ALL THIS— 

--the ONE THING we must NEVER be is ANXIOUS. 
...Those who, when they don't get their way,  
     BURN the house down... 

 
God's will—of peace and justice, 

of love and hope--ultimately will be done. 
 
 That’s the gift of the PROMISE that God gives us. 
 It may well ALSO be the steepest challenge of our life. 
 

And in the meantime, 
it is ours to be OPEN to God's EVER-RENEWING SPIRIT, 
 as those who know the peace that comes  
   from TRUSTIN the TRUTH that...    

 ...with God, every day is NOT the last day. 
Amen. 


