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Romans 8:22-27 
Acts 2:1-21 

 
 
It's Pentecost...because, according to Luke, 
   the disciples were all together in one place in Jerusalem. 
 
There was the sound of the rush of a mighty WIND that filled the room 

and tongues like fire sat upon their heads 
and they began to speak in tongues. 

 
Most extraordinarily,  
     EVERYBODY THERE heard what they said--each in their own language. 

A miracle of the EAR, as much as of the TONGUE! 
 
And there were people there from every nation under heaven, Luke says... 

...there were Parthians and Meads, and Elomites, 
    Libyans and Romans and dwellers of Mesopotamia--from every place. 

 
And they saw what was going on and they said:   

"These people are filled with new wine!" 
And Peter stood with the eleven and said, 

"They are NOT drunk as you suppose— 
--it's only nine o'clock in the morning..." 

 
  "No" said Peter, "This is the fulfillment of the prophet:   

"I shall pour out my spirit on all flesh!" 
And, having explained the extraordinary occasion— 

--Peter preached Jesus Christ, 
and they were deeply stirred and MANY of them were brought to faith. 

Three thousand were baptized. 
That's the text. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
Legendary preacher Fred Craddock1 once observed that  
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  he was aware that people complain 
    about not having enough to think about 
      as sermons sometimes drone on and on. 

 
Craddock as pointed out, this is actually an OLD problem: 

In first century synagogues, the question arose: 
"What are we to do if we have an old, senile rabbi— 

--and we don’t get anything?” 
 
The instruction was this: 

If you have a rabbi,  
who stands up there and gives you little of any use-- 

--take your books, and STUDY during the sermon.... 
...after all, an hour of study is, in the sight of the HOLY ONE— 

--as an hour of prayer... 
 
I’ve anticipated this possibility today so I've made some assignments  
  of things you can think about while I am talking— 

--ALL of these are based on our text for this morning. 
 
SO…for those whose last name begins with A through H— 

      --I want you to think about this:  
God’s WIDE embrace of every person 
    on the day of the church’s beginning. 

Now, that's your thought: 
 
 They were there from every nation under heaven. 
 Joel’s prophecy was that "I will pour out my spirit on ALL flesh"     

Sons and daughters will preach. 
Servants will prophesy. 
Young will see visions; old will dream dreams. 

And WHOEVER calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved... 
Anybody left out?  NOBODY! 

 
Think about God’s WIDE embrace. 
 
You may want to remember that marvelous Jewish parable 

of God assigning a committee of angels to take care  
of the parting of the Red Sea... 

And the angels looked down and when the Israelites got to the sea, 
the angels parted the waters--and they crossed; 

 
And THEN, when the Egyptians came--they released the water— 

--and they all drowned... 
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And the angels were all congratulating themselves  

and patting themselves on the back 
and jumping up and down and applauding and singing. 

 
AND the ALMIGHTY came by and said, "Why are you so happy?" 

And they said:  "Look, look, look--we got them! 
We got them! 
We got them!" 

And the Almighty said:  "You are dismissed from my service." 
"WHY--we got them...?" 

"But the Egyptians are ALSO my children...." 
 
...A through H----"God’s wide embrace..." 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
Last names beginning with I through M: 

think about WHAT was preached on that Pentecost Day. 
 
When Peter stood with the eleven, this is what they said: 

"God raised Jesus from the dead, 
and God lifted Jesus to the right hand of the throne, 
 where Jesus sits and pours out the Holy Spirit upon the church..." 

 
...Think about the need for THAT to be shared among all of us today. 

Church...is more than just taking our own pulses-- 
and THEN, for "outreach" we take each other's pulse. 

 
Church happens NOT because of anything WE do, 
      or WE debate, 
      or WE decide-- 
--Church happens because Jesus pours out his Risen Spirit  

upon the church… 
 …and we are FILLED by that Spirit. 
  That implies we are in need of being filled.  
  We are emptied--giving ourselves away--trusting God to FILL. 
 
       That's I through M. 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
Now, N through S-- 
  --what I would like for you to think about while I am talking is 
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how GOD is the subject of the story. 
We FORGET this... 

Jesus' life of ministry--GOD confirmed by mighty works. 
Jesus' death--by the foreknowledge and will of GOD. 
Jesus' resurrection--GOD raised Jesus from the dead! 
Jesus' elevation--GOD exalted him to the throne. 

They preached the mighty acts of God! 
 
God is a neglected subject of the Church today. 
 

You can go to church some places--(think about this N thru S---!) 
…You can go to church some places and hear so much talk  

about the WORLD today in all its fullness  
and in all its problems. 

      OR, we get to talking about US…or about ME— 
         --it all becomes about ME… 
 
All these things can lead us to FORGET  

that this PROCLAMATION is the mighty act of God. 
     GOD is the subject of our life... 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
T through Z-- 

--I would like you to reflect on the close of the sermon in which,  
according to Luke here, 

Peter and the others were interrupted. 
 

"God has made him Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified--" 
   and the people said--"But what are we to do!!" 

 
Now that was PREACHING!   

Preaching that stirred the question--"What are we to DO?" 
Proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ should STIR the question  

"WHAT ARE WE TO DO??" 
And if you want to sit there and grieve the wasted days that go by 

when we do NOT ask that question----that's all right... 
 
The Church—far from being a debating society or social club— 
    should always lead us to ASK: 
       What are we to do?! 
 
Now those are your assignments: 

A---H:  The WIDE embrace of God;  
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I---M:  That Jesus pours out his RISEN SPIRIT on the Church. 
N---S:  That GOD is the subject of the story. 
T---Z:  That this story stirs the question in us--"What are we to do?" 

 
Those are your assignments....and if you will carry them out, 

I will feel much more free  
to speak briefly about a theme in this text which is muted, 

but by no means MINOR... 
 
I recall for you the language of the text: 

"This Jesus--his way of life you all know." 
The facts about it are accessible to the historians. 

It's out there.  Public domain. 
 
"This DEATH of Jesus--you all know." 

It was very public--Even casual observers saw it-- 
No faith required--it's just there... 

 
"That God raised Jesus from the dead--"--now watch it! 

"That God raised him from the dead--of that WE are witnesses..." 
 
Do you see the shift? 

His life--known. 
His death--known. 

His resurrection--of that--WE are witnesses...! 
For Luke--the ONE reason to proclaim the GOSPEL  

is to WITNESS to the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
That WITNESS…stands up and is counted on for HOPE, for LIFE— 
      --in the most desolate corners of creation. 
 
In ghetto and back alley, 
 on a barren plain and a stark mesa, 
 in prison cell and hospital room and hospice lounge. 
 in the wake of bomb crater  

or a bridge of carnage and terror— 
     --the job of the church—us— 
      --is to bring Easter to ALL of those places. 
 
Look at the text again:  ONE verse on life, 
                    ONE verse on death, 

                 NINE verses on resurrection. 
 
AT Pentecost—it was NOT a new and different SPIRIT  
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invented for the occasion! 
It is the spirit of the RESURRECTION!! 

 
But what does it mean...to WITNESS to the RESURRECTION? 

HOW does one WITNESS to the resurrection TODAY? 
 

* * * * * * * * * *  
 
What does the RESURRECTION mean? 
It means that the life of Jesus of Nazareth has been vindicated by God… 

…and therefore THIS is the way the church is to live: 
What he did--we do, 
what he said--we say! 

 
Jesus fed,  
he loved,  
he cared,  
he preached,  
he healed,  
he served— 
 --so the church feeds and loves and cares  
    and preaches and heals and serves! 
 
Jesus welcomed and ate with all kinds of people  

and brought them together--and so is the church to do! 
 
That’s NOT EASY:  HOW are you going to have at the SAME TABLE… 

...people who have DIFFERENT languages, 
dress differently, 
eat differently, 
have different backgrounds,  
 different likes and dislikes-- 

--they just have EVERYTHING different: 
People who have SWORN  

"I wouldn't be caught dead together with those folks..." 
 
HOW are you going to get around the TABLE?? 
 
The Church said we have to...because HE DID. 

 THAT is what "witnessing to the resurrection" means. 
 
At Pentecost, it was confirmed to the church that its MISSION was 

witnessing to the resurrection: 
--AND, that meant focusing on God’s wide embrace; 
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--It meant waiting on JESUS who pours out his RISEN SPIRIT  
on the Church. 

--It meant looking to GOD as the focus in our lives. 
--It means that the QUESTION of our lives is:  "What are we to do?" 

 
Does that sound familiar...A thru H, 

I thru M, 
N thru S, 
T thru Z...? 

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
But NOTICE:  WITNESSING to the resurrection implies something  

that is OFTEN difficult to do. 
 
It means we are called on to SPEAK when we do not have public approval; 

When there is NO indication that our distracted  
 and consumer-soaked culture either believes or cares about that 

 to which we are witnessing… 
 

"His way of life--you all know, 
 his death--you all know, 

BUT--his resurrection--WE are witnesses..." 
 

It means to give a minority report in the room. 
 
It's no wonder that the Church through the years 

has run to historians and scientists to get a little evidence! 
 
In a lot of early Christian writings-- 

--writings that did NOT make it into the New Testament-- 
--they would have the RISEN CHRIST appear in PUBLIC: 

on the street, 
and, you know--going into HEB and everywhere— 

 
  --Because the church wanted so much for everybody to believe, 

 and we just want to PROVE it! 
 
...FAITH doesn't come at the end of proof.   
    (Faith is NOT about “more information”!) 
 FAITH is in response to the WITNESS.  
 And as much proof as we get of the RISEN CHRIST...is Pentecost. 
 
The Spirit of the Risen Christ appearing. 
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Calling everyone into communion. 
Pouring out the spirit for guidance and power. 
Directing all hearts and minds unto God. 

 
* * * * * * * * * *  

 
It takes COURAGE to be a Pentecost Christian. 
It takes COURAGE to speak this witness in the face of indifference, 

    in the face of laughter or greed-- 
--Trying to get the attention of people  
  who are on their way to the next sensational thing... 

 
Witnessing to FAITH in this age of PROOF can be frightening. 
    Think about it:  sometime, EVERY week--each of us is called-- 

 --I'm quite sure of this-- 
each of us is called to be WHO WE REALLY ARE:   

Formed…called…named--by Jesus Christ. 
 
It can be a joyous moment--but it can ALSO leave us quaking in our boots. 

It is frightening, but that is what we are asked to do: 
To make the CENTER of life--to act out of, 

move out of,  
LIVE out of-- 

--the belief that God gives life to the dead! 
 

To get up every morning with THAT as the governing 
consideration of our life-- 
    --that is WITNESSING to the resurrection. 

 
In this age of openness, 

witnessing to the resurrection means that we do NOT 
just ponder all the different roads of faith 
  or STUDY them as some academic enterprise. 

 
To witness to the resurrection means you have to TAKE a road. 
  We can’t just shop around amid interesting spiritual options-- 

--You've got to TAKE a road. 
 

Pentecost, for the early church, meant they were GIVEN a road to travel-- 
--and could no longer sit in relative safety 

and just fondly remember Jesus. 
 
JESUS was in that room—and his Spirit drew them OUT onto a road. 
We live in a pluralistic society. 
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So many options, so many roads-- 
   --BUT, Pentecost means that we CANNOT  
   just serve afternoon tea 

to every position on every issue. 
Pentecost means...taking the road of the Risen Christ 

and making this an EASTER WORLD every day-- 
 
The ROAD of Pentecost for Westlake Hills 
    is the road of God’s wide embrace, 
    It is the road of triumph of God’s mystery  
        over our yearning for control. 
    It is the road of keeping all this about God. 
    It is the road of DOING things—lots of things— 
          --BIG things—for God. 
 

Because, UNLESS we finally TAKE this road, 
speak out this minority opinion loud and clear, 

UNLESS we WITNESS to the Spirit of the Risen Christ   
 and BE inclusive,     

 and look for the guidance of the Spirit,    
  and keep God as the subject of our life stories,   
 and ask constantly:  "What are we to do?" 

 
If we NEVER go down this road: 

--never drink THIS cup, 
--or never break a particular loaf of bread-- 

--We will probably go to our grave  
having been very interesting company-- 

--but having witnessed to NOTHING... 
 
 
Amen. 
 
 
1 The structure of this sermon is suggested by a Pentecost sermon I heard Fred Craddock preach 20 or more years 
ago. 

                                                 


