
	

	

Confirmation Class 2018 
Syllabus 
 
The Goal: Confirm students in their faith in Jesus Christ, such that they are able to articulate 
their faith, corporately and personally, and participate fully in the life of the church--specifically 
WHPC--including worship, discipleship, and mission. 
 
Expectations: 

• The confirmation class will produce a creed together that represents their corporate faith. 
• Individually, each student will 

a. Participate in Sunday morning classes every week.  
b. Attend worship every Sunday. 
c. Participate in the class retreat on February 24. 
d. Complete and document at least three (3) activities outside of class. (See “Outside 

Activities” below.) 
e. Produce a personal faith statement or expression, whether in writing or another 

medium. More details will be shared on the class retreat in February. 
 
Attendance: Student attendance for all components of confirmation is required. Up to two 
absences may be excused for Sunday morning classes, with Claire’s permission. For missed 
classes, makeup assignments must be completed before the following Sunday. 
 
Structure: 

• Regular Sunday morning meetings will form the “backbone” of the confirmation learning 
experience. These classes will cover critical theological topics including, but not 
ultimately limited to, 

o What confirmation is; 
o The one triune God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; 
o Faith development; 
o Ecclesiology (what church is); 
o Missiology (what mission is); 
o Christianity among the world’s religions; 
o Presbyterianism among Christian traditions. 

• Our hope is for class activities to be theologically deep, frequently collaborative, and 
personally formative. To these ends, discussion and interactivity will be emphasized over 
lecture-style presentation, with multiple class leaders guiding students. 

• Students will receive a folder in which to keep class documents, as well as a composition 
book for their notes. Electronic notetaking will not be permitted. 

• Prompts for continued conversation and reflection will be provided each week by email 
for students and their families. 

• Outside of Sunday mornings, students will engage in experiential learning as they 
complete additional activities. 

 
Schedule: 

• The confirmation class will receive a blessing in worship on January 14 during the 10:30 
AM worship service. Families are encouraged to attend worship together on this day. 



	

	

• The class will meet the following Sunday mornings at 9:15 AM: 
o January 14, “Introduction” 
o January 21, “God and Creation” 
o January 28, “Jesus Christ” 
o February 4, “The Holy Spirit” 
o February 11, “Faith” 
o March 4, “Church” 
o March 18, “Kingdom” 
o March 25, “Christianity and Other Religions” 
o April 8, “Presbyterians and Other Christians” 

• Our retreat will take place at Community First! Village on Saturday, February 24, from 
9:00 AM to 5:30 PM. More details are forthcoming. 

• Confirmation will take place on Sunday, April 15 during the 10:30 AM worship service.  
 
Outside Activities: Students are required to complete at least three activities in the following list 
by April 8. All written assignments should be printed and brought to class by April 8. 

• Attend one of the following events: 
o February 9-10  ATX Conference / Feed My Starving Children 
o February 14  Ash Wednesday Services at WHPC (noon or 6:30 PM) 
o March 2-3  Mission Presbytery Meeting at WHPC (TBD) 
o March 29  Maundy Thursday Service at WHPC (7:00 PM) 

• During Lent (February 14-March 31), undertake a daily devotional practice, logging 
whenever you pray. Tools to support your daily prayer can include 

o The WHPC Lent Prayer Calendar (available February 14) 
o The Psalms 
o The Upper Room devotional, available at WHPC 
o Another devotional of your choice—great options are available online or as apps. 

• Play a leadership role in worship (e.g., writing prayers, leading liturgy, lending musical 
talents, etc.). Contact Claire as soon as possible and no later than January 31 if you are 
interested in this option. 

• Attend worship or a community event at a friend’s church or other house of worship, and 
type two succinct, double-spaced pages describing the experience and what you saw as 
distinctive about your friend’s worshipping community as compared with WHPC.  

• Listen to a WHPC sermon—either in person or online—and type one succinct, double-
spaced page describing what you understand the key message to be and your response to 
it. 

• Watch a video on Coralville UMC’s Animate YouTube channel about a topic that 
interests you. Then, write one succinct, double-spaced page describing what you learned. 

• Read one of the following books and write two succinct, double-spaced pages describing 
how it affects your personal understanding of God and/or the life of faith. 

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together; 
• Adam Hamilton, Half Truths; 
• Rachel Held Evans, Searching for Sunday: Loving, Leaving, and Finding the 

Church; 
• C.S. Lewis, The Great Divorce, Mere Christianity, or any book from The 

Chronicles of Narnia. 



	

	

• Read the Gospel of Mark in one sitting. Just bring a signed note from a parent to class to 
confirm you really did! 

• Design your own! Contact Claire if you have an idea for another volunteer opportunity, 
book, Bible study, or learning experience. 

 
Leadership: 

• Class Leaders: 
o Rev. Claire Berry, Associate Pastor (claireb@whpc.org)  
o Taylor Lahey, Director of High School Discipleship (taylorl@whpc.org)  
o Kyle Bender, Director of Family Ministries (kyleb@whpc.org) 
o Ki-Mi Fields (kfields@austinsamaritans.org) 
o Alexis Allum (lex.allum@student.austinedminary.edu)  
o Wilson Nicholson (wilson.nicholson@student.austinseminary.edu)  

• Parent liaison and administrative support: Julie Neas (julieneas@gmail.com)  
 
Questions? 

• Parents and families, contact Julie Neas if you have questions about confirmation. 
• To excuse an absence, contact Rev. Claire Berry at claireb@whpc.org.  

 
 


