
2016-2017 WHPC Daytime Book Club 
  

3rd Thursday of each month 
 11:00 AM unless specified    

Various meeting locations TBA 
 

 

September 15, 2016 WHPC Parlor 
Give Thanks for our 13th year of Book Club! 
My Name Is Thank-You: A Novel by Kaizen Love   

My Name Is Thank-You weaves together the lives of two different thirteen-year-old girls. We follow them into a world of chaos, contrasting 
continuously from light to dark. To Thank-You, the world is full of promise. Despite being raised an orphan, she carries within her the ability to 
find the beauty in any situation. To Josephine, the world is a sad and lonely place. Although born into wealth, she is plagued by a life of abuse. 
You will follow their journeys into self-discovery, forgiveness, and ultimately redemption. (F)  

October 20, 2016, 10:00 AM Holy Grounds Bookstore 
Celebrating National Book Month 
The Storied Life Of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin   
A. J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its history, and now his 
prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. When a mysterious package appears at the bookstore, its unexpected 
arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over--and see everything anew. This novel has humor, romance, a touch of suspense, but most of 
all love--love of books and bookish people and all of humanity in its imperfect glory.  (F) 

November 17, 2016 WHPC Parlor   
Justice Awareness Month   

Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and Redemption by Bryan Stevenson   

Bryan Stevenson was a young lawyer when he founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending those most 
desperate and in need: the poor, the wrongly condemned, and women and children trapped in our criminal justice system. One of his first cases 
was that of Walter McMillian, a young man who was sentenced to die for a notorious murder he insisted he didn’t commit. The case drew Bryan 
into a tangle of conspiracy and political machination and transformed his understanding of mercy and justice forever. (NF) 

December 15, 2016  Peggy Greenawalt’s home 
Christmas Joy 
Mistletoe Promise, Mistletoe Inn, and Mistletoe Secret Trilogy by Richard Paul Evans 
(These are short and easy and can be read separately) 
Bestselling author Richard Evans has written a series of three short wonderful Christmas novels that include family difficulties, relationships, 
grief, broken hearts, failure, unmet dreams, joy, secrets, forgiveness, redemption, and love. These emotional stories are just right for the holiday 
season. They are easy reads that fill your heart with emotion and help you celebrate the season. (F)  

January 19, 2017 WHPC Parlor 
Welcome in the New Year – 2017!  
Find the Good: Unexpected Life Lessons From a Small Town Obituary Writer by Heather Lende 
Find the Good offers short chapters to help us unlearn the habit of seeing only the negatives. Lende, an Alaskan obituary writer, reminds us that 
we can choose to see any event as an opportunity to find the good...."We are all writing our own obituary every day by how we live. The best 
news is that there’s still time for additions and revisions before it goes to press.” What will your obituary say? (NF) 

February 16, 2017 11:30 AM Laura’s Library 
Winter in Alaska…Brrr! 
The Snow Child by Eowyn Ivey 
Alaska, 1920: brutal and especially tough for arrivals Jack and Mabel. Childless, they are drifting apart--he breaking under the weight of the work 
of the farm; she crumbling from loneliness. In a moment of levity during the season's first snowfall, they build a child out of snow. The next 
morning the snow child is gone--but they glimpse a young girl running through the trees. This little girl, who calls herself Faina, seems to be a 
child of the woods. She hunts with a red fox at her side and somehow survives alone in the Alaskan wilderness. As Jack and Mabel struggle to 
understand this child who could have stepped from the pages of a fairy tale, they come to love her as their own daughter. But in this beautiful, 
violent place things are rarely as they appear, and what they eventually learn about Faina will transform all of them. (F)  
 

 



March 16, 2017   Hula Hut Luncheon 
Tropical Hawaiian Celebration 
Honolulu by Alan Brennert   
This is the rich, unforgettable story of a young "picture bride" who journeys to Hawai'i in 1914 in search of a better life. Instead of the affluent 
young husband and chance at an education that she has been promised, she is quickly married off to a poor, embittered laborer who takes his 
frustrations out on his new wife. Renaming herself Jin, she makes her own way in this strange land, finding both opportunity and prejudice. But 
paradise has its dark side, whether it's the daily struggle for survival in Honolulu's tenements, or a crime that will become the most infamous in 
the islands' history. (F) 

April 20 2017 Greenawalt home/Austin Zoo 
Celebrating God’s African Creatures 
Whatever You Do, Don’t Run by Peter Allison  
A hilarious, highly original collection of essays based on the Botswana truism: “only food runs!” Peter Allison brings us the lively adventures and 
biting wit of an African safari guide, and gives us the guide’s-eye view of living in the bush, confronting the world’s fiercest terrain of wild animals 
and, most challenging of all, managing herds of gaping tourists. Passionate for the animals of the Kalahari, Allison works as a top safari guide in 
the wildlife-rich Okavango Delta. As he serves the whims of his wealthy clients, he often has to stop the impulse to run as far away from them as 
he can, as these tourists are sometimes more dangerous than a pride of lions. No one could make up these outrageous-but-true tales. (NF) 
 

May 18, 2017  WHPC Parlor 
Celebrating Life and Cuisine of the South  
Glory Over Everything: Beyond the Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom 
This is a historical novel of family and long-buried secrets along the treacherous Underground Railroad. The author of the New York Times 
bestseller and The Kitchen House continues the story of Jamie Pyke, son of both a slave and master of Tall Oakes, whose deadly secret 
compels him to take a treacherous journey through the Underground Railroad. This new, stand-alone novel opens in 1830, and Jamie, who fled 
from the Virginian plantation he once called home, is passing in Philadelphia society as a wealthy white silversmith. After many years of striving, 
Jamie has achieved acclaim and security, but hard times are ahead. (F) 

June 15, 2017, 10:00 AM  Rebecca Henry’s Home   (Brunch) 
The Joys and Challenges of Fatherhood  
Defending Jacob by William Landay   
Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney for two decades. He is respected and admired in the courtroom. Happy at home with the 
loves of his life: his wife, Laurie, and their teenage son, Jacob. Then Andy’s quiet suburb is stunned by a shocking crime: a young boy stabbed 
to death in a leafy park. And an even greater shock: The accused is Andy’s own son—shy, awkward, mysterious Jacob. Andy believes in 
Jacob’s innocence. Any parent would. But the pressure mounts. Doubt. This is a murder trial that threatens to obliterate Andy’s family. (F) 

July 20, 2017 WHPC Parlor  
Summer Beach Celebration with Special Guest, Danny Harlow 
Remarkable Creatures by Tracy Chevalier    
On the windswept, fossil-strewn beaches of the English coast, poor and uneducated Mary Anning learns that she has a gift: "the eye" to spot 
fossils no one else can see. When she uncovers an unusual fossilized skeleton in the cliffs near her home, she sets the religious community on 
edge, the townspeople to gossip, and the scientific world alight. Enduring bitter cold, thunderstorms, and landslips, her challenges grow when 
she falls in love with an impossible man. (F) 

August 17, 2017   WHPC Parlor                              
Celebrating Austin’s Public Safety/Meet the Author  
Life Inside the Dead Man’s Curve by Kevin McDonald 
Travis County STAR Flight, in Austin, Texas, is recognized as one of the premier public-safety helicopter programs in the United States. Life 
Inside the Dead Man's Curve is a firsthand account of the tragedy and triumph witnessed by STAR Flight crews as they respond to a myriad of 
emergencies, everything from traumatic injuries to rescues and more. The author, Kevin McDonald, recounts how he turned his passion for 
flying into an extraordinary career, filled with real-life twists and turns that will keep you on the edge of your seat from start to finish. (NF) 
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