
2017 – 2018 WHPC Daytime Book Club 
3rd Thursday of each month 
 11:00 AM unless specified    
Various meeting locations 

 

Check with the Librarians for changes in location or times. 

Kickoff to Year 14 of Reading! 
 

September 21, 2017 WHPC Parlor   Taking Care of the Homeless 

The Hundred Story Home by Kathy Izard   
 

Kathy Izard was a graphic designer, wife, mother of four daughters and volunteer at Charlotte’s Urban Ministry Center when an unlikely meeting with formerly homeless author, 
Denver Moore, changed the course of her life. Inspired by Denver’s challenge to do more than serve in this soup kitchen, Kathy quit her job to take on what seemed like an 
unimaginable task in her second half of life—to build housing for Charlotte’s homeless.   (NF)  
Read also: Welcome Homeless by Alan Graham and Lauren Hall  

October 19, 2017 WHPC Parlor  Love thy Neighbor 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrick Backman      

  
Ove is a curmudgeon & the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside his window. He has staunch principles, strict routines & a short fuse. 
People call him “the bitter neighbor from hell,” but must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile on his face?  Behind the cranky exterior there’s a story & a 
sadness. So when one Nov, morning a chatty young couple with two young daughters move in next door & accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical & 
heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unex- pected friendship & the art of backing up a U-Haul.  (F) 
Also read:  My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry   by Fredrick Backman 

November 16, 2017   Greenawalt Home   Celebrating Family   

The Silent Sister by Diane Chamberlain 
 

Riley MacPherson has spent her entire life believing that her older sister Lisa committed suicide as a teenager. Now, over twenty years later, her father has passed away & she's in 
New Bern, North Carolina cleaning out his house when she finds evidence to the contrary. Lisa is alive and living under a new identity. But why exactly was she on the run all those 

years ago, & what secrets are being kept now? As Riley works to uncover the truth, her discoveries will put into question everything she thought she knew about her family. (F) 
Read also:  The Life We Bury   by Allen Eskens 

December 21, 2017  WHPC Parlor          Wear Lilac colors!  World War II Remembrance.  

Lilac Girls by Martha Hall Kelly 
 

Caroline Ferriday is busy with her post at the NYC French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline’s world is changed when Hitler’s army invades Poland in 1939, & 
sets its sights on France. An ocean away, Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier for the 
underground resistance movement. In a tense atmosphere, one false move can have dire consequences. For the young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad for a government 
medical position seems her ticket to a better life. Once hired, she finds herself trapped in a male realm of Nazi power. The lives of these 3 women are set on a collision course.  (F)  
Read also:  The Orphan’s Tale by Pam Jenoff or Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein 
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January 18, 2018 Location: TBA  Poverty Awareness 

Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 

From a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, an account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white 
working class. Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The decline of this group has been reported on with 
growing frequency and alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside.  (NF) 
Read also:  Our Kids: The American Dream in Crisis by Robert D. Putnam or Evicted  by Matthew Desmond 

February 15, 2018   WHPC Parlor    Chinese takeout. Chinese New Year is February 16.     

The Girl Who Wrote in Silk by Kelli Estes 

Inara Erickson is exploring her deceased aunt's island estate when she finds an elaborately stitched piece of fabric hidden in the house. As she peels back layer upon layer of the 
secrets it holds, Inara's life becomes interwoven with that of Mei Lein, a young Chinese girl mysteriously driven from her home a century before. Through the stories Mei Lein tells in 
silk, Inara uncovers a tragic truth that will shake her family to its core and force her to make an impossible choice. (F) 
Read also:  The Distant Land of My Father by Bo Caldwell 

 

March 15, 2018   Location: TBA       Middle Eastern Cuisine Understanding the Middle East. 

Blood Brothers  by Elia Chacour with David Hazard    

Elias Chacour grew up in a Palestinian village in Galilee. When tens of thousands of Palestinians were killed and one million forced into refugee camps in 1948, Chacour began a 
long struggle with how to live out his personal spirituality. In Blood Brothers, he blends his riveting life story with biblical research to reveal a little-known side of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, touching on questions such as: What touched off the turmoil in the Middle East? What does Bible prophecy really have to say? Can bitter enemies ever be reconciled? This 
international bestseller, now updated with commentary on the current state of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, offers hope and insight that can help each of us learn to live at peace in 
a world of tension and terror. (NF) 
Read also:  The Lemon Tree:  An Arab, a Jew, and the Heart of the Middle East   by Sandy Tolan 

April 19, 2018 WHPC Parlor  Immigration and Motherhood  
 

Lucky Boy by Shanthi Sekaran    

Shanthi Sekaran gives voice to the devotion and anguish of motherhood through two immigrant women bound together by their love for one boy. Soli, a young undocumented 
Mexican woman in Berkeley, CA, finds that motherhood offers her an identity in a world where she's otherwise invisible. When she is placed in immigrant detention, her son comes 
under the foster care of Kavya, an Indian-American wife overwhelmed by her own impossible desire to have a child. As Soli fights for her son, Kavya builds her love on a fault line, 

her heart wrapped around someone else's child.  (NF) 
Read also: Behold the Dreamers by Imbolo Mbue 

 

May 17, 2018 WHPC Parlor  National Nurses Month 

Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years’ experience. During her shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only 
to be told a few minutes later that she’s been reassigned to another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child. 
The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene? Ruth 
hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. (F) 
Read also:  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou 

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/27161156-hillbilly-elegy?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/22609334-our-kids?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25852784-evicted?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24481335-the-girl-who-wrote-in-silk?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/144538.The_Distant_Land_of_My_Father?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/132119.Blood_Brothers?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/151740.The_Lemon_Tree?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/151740.The_Lemon_Tree?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/35259724-behold-the-dreamers?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28587957-small-great-things?ac=1&from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/13214.I_Know_Why_the_Caged_Bird_Sings?ac=1&from_search=true


June 21, 2018  Location: TBA   English Cuisine  Overcoming Adversity and Forgiveness   
   

A Memory of Violets by Hazel Gaynor   

This historical novel steps into Victorian London, where wealth & poverty exist side by side. It’s the story of 2 long-lost sisters, whose lives take different paths, & the young woman 
who will be transformed by their experiences. In 1912, Tilly Harper leaves the peace & beauty of her native Lake District for London, to become assistant housemother at Mr. 
Shaw’s Home for Watercress & Flower Girls. For years, the home has cared for London’s flower girls - orphaned girls living on the streets & selling posies to survive.  Tilly discovers 
a diary written by an orphan named Florrie, an Irish flower girl who died of a broken heart after she & her sister, Rosie, were separated. Tilly sets out to discover what happened to 
Rosie.  (F) 
Read also:  Secrets of a Charmed Life by Susan Meissner 

July 19, 2018 WHPC Parlor   Celebrating Christian Author, Lynn Austin 

Waves of Mercy by Lynn Austin    

Geesje de Jonge crossed the ocean at age seventeen with her parents and a group of immigrants from the Netherlands to settle in Michigan. 50 years later, in 1897, she's asked to 
write a memoir of her early experiences as the town celebrates its anniversary. She soon uncovers memories and emotions hidden, including the story of her one true love. At the 
nearby Hotel Ottawa Resort on the shore of Lake Michigan, 23-year-old Anna Nicholson is trying to ease the pain of a broken engagement to a wealthy Chicago banker. But her 
time of introspection is disturbed after a violent storm aboard a steamship stirs up memories of a childhood nightmare. As more dreams surface, Anna begins to question who she is 
& whether she wants to return to her wealthy life in Chicago.  (F) 
Read also:  All Things New; While We’re Far Apart;  A Woman’s Place; Gods and Kings; Candle in the Darkness; While We’re Far Apart; Wonderland Creek; Eve’s Daughters……by Lynn 
Austin 

August 16, 2018   WHPC Parlor    Celebrating Our Children  

Etched in Sand by Regina Calcaterra     

Regina Calcaterra is a successful lawyer, New York State official, and activist. Her painful early life, however, was quite different. Regina and her four siblings survived an abusive & 
painful childhood only to find themselves faced with the challenges of the foster-care system & intermittent homelessness in the shadows of Manhattan & the Hamptons. A true-life 
rags-to-riches story that chronicles Regina’s rising above her past, while fighting to keep her brother and three sisters together through it all.  (NF) 
Read also:  Girl Unbroken: A Sister’s Harrowing Story of Survival From the Streets of Long Island to the Farms of Idaho by Regina Calcaterra and Rosie Maloney  updated:  
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