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As a group discuss the following: 

 

  Who in the group has a green thumb? Who likes 

 to weed?  Why? 

 

When we say the Lord’s Prayer we pray, 

“Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.” 

 

  What are you asking God for when you say, “Thy   

      kingdom come?” 

 

  What questions do you have about this petition

 of the Lord’s Prayer? 

Read Matthew 13:24-30 Together   

Read Hosea 2:23 and Isaiah 27:12-13.   

 

  How do these Old Testament references help you  

 understand Jesus’ parable? 

 

  What tensions in our world do you think Jesus  

refers to in this parable? 

 

  What lessons about God’s patience and mercy 

 are being taught with this parable? 

 

  How is this parable about judgment?  How is this  

  parable about God’s plans and God’s Kingdom  

  being thwarted? 

 

   Watch the Video Together Now 

 

Wheat and Weeds 
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Jesus’ teachings about the Kingdom of God show a strange tension between 
the Kingdom that already exists and the Kingdom that is still to come.  

 

  Read the Buttrick quote above. How do you see God’s purposes  

 unfolding today?  Where do you see that happening?   

 

  What purposes of God do you long to see unfold?  In your life?    

 In the church?  In the world? 

 

  Do you lean toward describing the Kingdom of God as a  

 future thing? Why or why not? 

 

  Do you lean toward describing the Kingdom of God as something   
 happening right before our eyes? Why or why not? 

  How is the Kingdom of God like a farmer’s field in the middle of its growing sea
 son? 

 

  What are the weeds that threaten God’s plans and purposes in our world? In the 
 church? In your life? 

 

  In the Kingdom of God, who is in charge of pulling weeds?  So what are we to do 
 when confronted with evil?  Opposition?  Challenges? 

 

  Have you ever seen human attempts to “root out evil” go terribly wrong? 

 
  Do you find this image of God’s Kingdom helpful?  Why or why not? 
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As a group discuss the following: 

 

  Are you good at waiting?  Why or why not?   

 What makes waiting easier?  Harder? 

 

  Who is someone you would absolutely trust to  

 stand watch for you?  Why? 

 

  What situations or places make you feel close to 

  God?   

  

  Read Luke 12:35-40 Together  

  

Watch Out 

Read Luke 5:34 and Revelation 19:7-9.   

 

  How is the biblical metaphor of a wedding  

  celebration used in scripture? 

 

  According to this parable, what reward will the 

  “good servants” receive if they are found to be  

  prepared? 

 

  What does this parable teach us about  

  God’s Kingdom? 

 

   Watch the Video Together Now 
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  What does it mean to you that we are to be waiting and watching or  

 always on guard for God’s Kingdom? 

 

  What does it mean to you that we are to be dressed for work as we watch and wait? 

 

  What does it mean to you that there is a party at the end of the waiting and  

 watchIng? 

 

  To what extent is this waiting and watching for the end-time? For God to do  

 something in our midst? 

The Kingdom of God has often been equated with the church, or with social  

 movements on this earth.  It has also been equated with Heaven. 
 

  What is the relationship between the Church and the Kingdom of God? 

  Heaven and the Kingdom of God? 

 

  Read the Buttrick quote above. How does it suggest we look for the 

  Kingdom of God?  How might we recognize the Kingdom of God? 

 

  What keeps us from being alert (or puts us to sleep!) to opportunities  

 be part of God’s redemptive activity? 

 

 Where do you find it easy to see God’s redemptive activity in the world? 
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As a group discuss the following: 

 

  How do you react when you get cut-off in traffic? 

 

  How do you react when the person in front of you  

 in the express line has 35 items (you counted!). 

 

When we pray the Lord’s prayer we say, “forgive us  

 our debts as we forgive our debtors.” 

 

  How do you feel about your ability to forgive  

 debts? When has it been almost impossible? Easy? 

 

  Read Matthew 18: 23-34 Together 

Life in Mercy 

   

  Compare the amount of money owed to the king  

  with the amount owed to the slave.   

  What does this say about the Kingdom of God? 

 

 

  Notice that the unforgiving slave was “turned in” 

   by his fellow-slaves.  Do you see this at  

  play in our world?  In the church?  In yourself? 

 

 

  What role does mercy play in the Kingdom of 

 God? 

 

   Watch the Video Together  
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  Do you see something in this parable about the immense debt owed by  

 children of God?  How would you describe this to someone  

 outside of the faith? 

 

  What does the unforgiving servant teach us about the Kingdom of God? 
 

  What questions do you have about such lavish mercy as a hallmark of God’s   

 Kingdom? Are there times and places where such mercy seems offensive 

 or unacceptable? 

Ultimately, the Kingdom of God transforms human hearts and communities. 
 
  Read the Buechner quote. What does he say about the Kingdom of God and our 

 human longings? 

 

  What does he say about the Kingdom of God and  

 human transformation? 

 

  How do you believe God transforms our lives as we live into  

 the Kingdom? 
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As a group discuss the following: 

 

  What was your first job? 

 

  Do you remember your first pay check? 

 Did anything surprise you? 

 

  Share a time when you felt that an employer 

   was unfair.  What did you do? 

 

  Jesus taught that, “the last shall be first  

 and the first shall be last.” What do 

 you think that means? 

 

Read Matthew 20: 1-16  Together 

Fair Wages 

  How is the paying of day laborers like the 

   Kingdom of God?  To whom are we supposed 

   to relate in this parable? 

 

  Why is everyone getting paid the same in 

 this parable?  What question does this  

 practice raise? What’s it say about the  

  vineyard-owner? 

 

  Why does the vineyard-owner keep going  

  back and calling more workers into his  

  vineyard? What does this say about  

  the vineyard-owner?   

 
   Watch the Video Together 
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  What is the role of being “called” or invited in the Kingdom of God? 

 

  Who could the long-working servants be likened to in God’s Kingdom? 

 

  Do you agree with Mark that we often relate the most to these  

 characters? Why or why not? 

 

  Who could the “late-comers” be likened to in God’s Kingdom? 

 

 What do you think of Stacy’s statement that this parable is really about God wanting 

 as many workers in the vineyard as possible? 

 Jesus clearly teaches that the Kingdom of God is open to all, and that 

 only God can call and accept into the Kingdom. 

 

  Read the Yaconelli quote.  What point is he making about the church?  

 What point is he making about grace and the Kingdom? 

 

  Have you ever met a self-appointed Kingdom Monitor?  What was that like? 

 

  Who guards the Kingdom of God?  What is the church’s role in that  

 process?  What is the believer’s role in that process? 
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As a group discuss the following: 

 

  What do you do when you drive by someone 

  with a sign at the street corner? What do 

 you think about?  

  

  Jesus said, “you will have the poor with you 

 always.”  What do you think he meant by 

 this saying? 

 

        Read Luke 16: 19-26 Together 

Gates and Chasms 
 

  What does it mean that the poor man has a 

   name and the rich man does not? 

 

  What reversals are in play in this parable? 

 

  What clues exist here that even in death the 

  rich man doesn’t truly “see” Lazarus as a  

  human being worthy of respect? 

 

  Why do you think Father Abraham has no 

   hope for the rich man’s brothers? 

 

  What does the last line of this parable have  

  to do with Jesus’ own story?   

 

Watch the Video Together 
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  What “gates” exist to the Kingdom of God?   
 
 
  How do we ignore those “gates”? How do we open those “gates”? 
 
 
  What purpose does the resurrection play in opening up the truth of  
 God’s Kingdom around us? 
 
 
  How does the resurrection help us to see others as valued by God? 

The resurrection of Jesus Christ opens the gate to God’s Kingdom.  

 

  Read N.T. Wright’s quote, what does it mean to colonize earth with the life of  
 heaven? 
 
  How would you describe the resurrection as an inauguration Of God’s 

 Kingdom? 
 
  Where do you see the resurrected Christ moving into the Chasms of  
  this world? 
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