
THE PHILIPPIAN PROJECT 

Saint Paul—Rembrandt 

The Bible Study 
1.  As you read Philippians 1:3-11, what qualities do you see Paul focusing 

  upon in terms of Christian Community?  How would you describe the   

  role of prayer?  How would you describe the purpose of Christian Com-

  munity as far as Paul is concerned? 

2  What  kind of responsibility does Paul seem to place upon the Church? 

  What kind of responsibility does he take upon himself? 

3. Stacy said that Paul assumes a lot here.  He assumes their prayers, their 

love and devotion and that he has the right to push them into greater 

faithfulness. Do you think everyone felt “OK” with that?  Why or why 

not? 

4. What do you think about Paul’s bold handling of the dispute between 

two church leaders?  How would you like to be the “beloved compan-

ion?” 

5. Why would Paul get involved in a personal dispute between two individ-

uals doing life together?  What do you think was at stake? 

6. What does Paul teach us here about caring for the gift of Christian com-

munity? 

7. Read Philippians 4:8-9 and consider that it is a direct teaching about  

Christian community.  How are the members of the church to treat one 

another?  How are they to live in harmony?  Why would it be important 

for the community for the God of peace to be in their midst? 

8. In what ways does Paul seem to understand how difficult and “messy” 

life together actually becomes at times? 

Week One—For Existing Life Groups Life Together Pushes Us to Greater Faith 

Scripture 

Acts 16:9-15 

The Church in Philippi is 

born with Lydia’s conver-

sion. 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Paul expresses his convic-

tion that Christian commu-

nity exists for growth of 

disciples and the Gospel. 

Philippians 4:1-3 

Paul shows the importance 

of accountability in Chris-

tian Community. 

Your Life Group’s Journey 

1. How committed are the members of your group to prayer 
for one another?  To your meetings with one another?  To 
pushing one another to greater faith? 

2. How willing are you to “get into each other’s business?” 

3. How vulnerable are you with one another about growing 
edges of faith and life?  Is it ok to be a mess with your 
group? 

4. What ways can your group grow this year in pushing each 
other into  greater faithfulness?  What would help? 

5. What expectations do you have for your meetings in the 
year ahead?  What would you like to do differently?  What 
rituals/activities are important to continue?  

6. Is there anything about your life together that you need to 
take special care with this year? 


