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3rd Thursday of each month, usually 11:30 AM, in the WHPC Parlor  
Check with the Librarians for changes in location or times. 

 

Kickoff to Year 16 of Reading! 
 

September 19, 2019  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Historical, based on the life of Joy Davidman and C.S. Lewis 
 

Becoming Mrs. Lewis by Patti Callahan               

Becoming Mrs. Lewis is a foray into the wilds of faith--from doubt and discovery, to the great adventure of living it out. 
Patti Callahan's invitation into Joy and Jack's love story is as brilliant as the lives they led. In Becoming Mrs. Lewis, 
Callahan peels back the curtain and allows a glimpse into Joy Davidman's extraordinary life and her love and marriage 
with C. S. Lewis. With captivating prose, Callahan carries the reader across the ocean from New York to Oxford, 
England and into the private heart of this tender love story. (F) 
 

October 17, 2019  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Immigration   Guest Speaker: Ben Rehder 

The Chicken Hanger by Ben Rehder                   

Ricky Delgado works as a chicken hanger at the poultry plant in Rugoso, Texas, a small border town thirty miles south 
of Laredo. His quiet, illegal lifestyle is disrupted when he learns that his brother Tomás has been shot and injured 
shortly after crossing the border. Together, Ricky and Tomás must make a decision: to risk their illegal status and 
seek justice, or remain silent and endure the injustices common to “wetbacks” within the states. Meanwhile, Ricky is 
fighting a battle within his own body, a disease he acquired in the poultry plant, unbeknownst to everyone but the 
crooked manager and the company’s doctor.  (F) (Austin author) 
 

November 21, 2019  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  U.S. Women during WWll  

Code Girls: The Untold Story of the American Women Code Breakers Who Helped Win World War II  by Liz Munday                                                                               

An astonishing, untold story of the young American women who cracked key Axis codes, helping to secure Allied 
victory and revolutionizing the field of cryptanalysis. Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite 
colleges, more than ten thousand women served as codebreakers during World War II. While their brothers and 
boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to Washington and learned the meticulous work of code-breaking. (NF) 
 
 

December 19, 2019  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Loneliness 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine  by Gail Honeyman          

Eleanor Oliphant struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing is 
missing in her life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza, vodka, and phone 
chats with Mummy. All changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and unhygienic IT guy from her office. 
When she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, they become 
the friends who rescue each other from the lives of isolation. (F) 
 

January 16, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM   Justice      Read Just Mercy too!   

The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom on Death Row by Anthony Ray Hinton       

In 1985, Anthony Ray Hinton was arrested and charged with 2 counts of capital murder in Alabama. Stunned, 
confused, and only 29 years old, Hinton knew it was a case of mistaken identity and believed that the truth would 
prove his innocence and set him free. With no money and a different system of justice for a poor black man in the 
South, Hinton was sentenced to death by electrocution. He spent his first 3 years on Death Row at Holman State 
Prison in silence—full of despair and anger toward all those who had sent him to death. As Hinton accepted his fate, 
he resolved not only to survive, but to find a way to live on Death Row. For the next 27 years he was a beacon—
transforming not only his own spirit, but those of his fellow inmates. (NF) 

February 20, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Women and relationships  
 

All We Ever Wanted by Emily Giffin                    
 

Nina Browning is living the good life after marrying into Nashville's elite. Her husband's tech business is booming, and 
her adored son, Finch, is bound for Princeton. Tom Volpe is a single dad working multiple jobs. His adored daughter, 
Lyla, attends Nashville's most prestigious private school on a scholarship. Amid the wealth and privilege, Lyla doesn't 
always fit in. One devastating photo changes everything. Finch snaps a picture of Lyla passed out at a party, adds a 
provocative caption, and sends it to a few friends. The photo spreads, and before long, an already divided community 
is buzzing with scandal and blame. (F) 
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March 19, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Sacrifices, choices, and regrets               

Meet Me at the Museum by Anne Youngson        

In Denmark, Professor Anders Larsen, an urbane man of facts, has lost his wife and his hopes for the future. On an 
isolated English farm, Tina Hopgood is trapped in a life she doesn’t remember choosing. Both believe their love 
stories are over.  Brought together by a shared fascination with the Tollund Man, subject of Seamus Heaney’s famous 
poem, they begin writing letters to one another. And from their vastly different worlds, they find they have more in 
common than they could have imagined. As they open up to one another about their lives, an unexpected friendship 
blooms. (F) 

April 16, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Oh how we love our libraries! 

The Library Book by Susan Orlean                     

Author Susan Orleans re-opens the unsolved mystery of the most catastrophic library fire in American history, and 
delivers a dazzling homage to a beloved institution – our libraries. Weaving her life-long love of books and reading 
with the fascinating history of libraries and the sometimes-eccentric characters who run them, she presents a 
mesmerizing and compelling story. With her signature wit, insight, compassion and talent for deep research, she 
investigates the legendary Los Angeles Public Library fire to showcase the larger, crucial role that libraries play in our 
lives, and reveals how these buildings provide much more than just books and are needed now more than ever. (NF) 

May 21, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Moms and Hawaiian fun 

Daughter of Moloka’i  by Alan Brennert                

The sequel to Alan Brennert’s acclaimed Moloka’i.   It’s a companion tale that tells the story of Ruth, the daughter that 
Rachel Kalama, who was quarantined for most of her life at the isolated leprosy settlement of Kalaupapa and was 
forced to give up her daughter at birth. The book follows young Ruth from her arrival at the Kapi'olani Home for Girls in 
Honolulu, to her adoption by a Japanese couple who raise her on a farm in California, her marriage and unjust 
internment at Manzanar Relocation Camp during World War II, and then, after the war, to the life-altering day when 
she receives a letter from a woman who says she is Ruth’s birth mother, Rachel. (F) 

June 18, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Resilience  Remember D-Day 

Dear Mrs. Bird by A. J. Pearce                            

A charming debut novel set in London during World War II about an adventurous young woman who becomes a 
secret advice columnist—a warm, funny, and enormously moving story. London 1940, bombs are falling. Emmy Lake 
is Doing Her Bit for the war effort, volunteering as a telephone operator with the Auxiliary Fire Services. When Emmy 
sees an advertisement for a job at the London Evening Chronicle, her dreams of becoming a Lady War Correspondent 
seem suddenly achievable.  It is an enormously moving tale of friendship and of the kindness of strangers and 
ordinary people in extraordinary times. (F) 

July 16, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  Isolation and abandonment 

Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens       

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. In late 1969, 
when Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl. Sensitive 
and intelligent, Kya has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and 
lessons in the sand. The time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When two young men from town 
become intrigued by her beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life—until the unthinkable happens. (F) 
 

August 20, 2020  WHPC Parlor  11:30 AM  What is your favorite classic? 

Rebecca by Daphne du Maurier                        

Rebecca is a classic Gothic novel by English author Dame Daphne du Maurier.  A best-seller, Rebecca sold 
2,829,313 copies between its publication in 1938 and 1965, and the book has never gone out of print. The novel is 
remembered for the character Mrs Danvers, the fictional estate Manderley, and its opening line:  "Last night I dreamt I 
went to Manderley again." With these words, the reader is ushered into an isolated gray stone mansion on the 
windswept Cornish coast, as the second Mrs. Maxim de Winter recalls the chilling events that transpired as she began 
her new life as the young bride of a husband she barely knew. (F) 
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