


Monday March 11                                         Mark 10:1 -12 

The Pharisees try to trap Jesus – asking him to weigh in on a religious con-

troversy of the day concerning divorce.  Jesus side-steps the trap and offers 

a radically different understanding of marriage.  While modern marriage 

and divorce vary considerably from the first century, Jesus challenges us to 

see marriage as a gift of grace to be cherished and protected.   

Prayer Prompt...Jesus, you set such a high bar for marriage.  You speak so 

harshly about divorce.  I wonder what that means for ….  

 

 Tuesday March 12                                       Mark 10:13 -22 

The kingdom of heaven belongs to these, says Jesus as he looks at children 

of low value.  You lack one thing if you seek the kingdom, says Jesus to a 

wealthy man living a moral life adhering to God’s law.  According to Jesus 

the children and the rich man have access to the kingdom not because of 

their decency, wealth or theological understanding, but because of the 

grace of God.  Jesus suggests that without possessions the rich man will 

draw closer to the kingdom and closer to the childlike receptivity necessary 

to follow Jesus. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, I would follow you.  If there are things I must discard 

to enter your kingdom, make that clear.  Show me a path now to… 

 

 



Wednesday March 13                                  Mark 10:23 -31 

In Jesus’ day wealth was thought to be a sign of God’s favor.  When the 

disciples ask, Then who can be saved?  they express their confusion.  If 

wealth can’t save and keeping the law can’t save, then where is hope?  

Jesus’ answer is clear.  With God all things are possible.  The disciples’ sacri-

fices will be rewarded and their fears will be answered in the age to come.  

It’s hard to know if this gave the disciples comfort or added to their confu-

sion! 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus I have questions.  Questions about my life. Questions 

about the sacrifices I have made.  I especially question… 

 

Thursday March 14                                      Mark 10:32 -45 

This is the third and final prediction of Jesus’ death.  Jesus speaks of his 

humiliation and suffering. And how do the disciples respond?  They argue 

about their positions of honor with Jesus.  Instead of growing angry, Jesus 

says, You don’t know what you are asking.  He teaches them of true great-

ness in God’s kingdom. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus I want to take my place with you.  I want to do your 

work.  Teach me to be a servant in… 

 

Friday March 15                                           Mark 10:46 -52 

Bartimaeus makes such a commotion!  His screaming annoys those around 

him and causes a scene.  Notice that he never gives in to the stern warn-

ings of the crowd.  Instead he uses every ounce of energy to approach Je-

sus with his hope and his need.  Jesus tells him, Your faith has made you 

well.  Honesty about our need and hope that won’t quit show up as faith. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus I want to have faith.  Teach me to bring my need to 

you and increase my hope in… 

 

 



Monday March 18                                          Mark 11:1 -10 

This week the passion of Jesus – the story of his suffering and death – be-

gins.  Jesus enters Jerusalem not as a typical pilgrim, but as a king.  While 

the crowds shout Hosanna, the ambiguity of his entrance stands out.  The 

crowds soon fade Jesus enters the temple to look around and quietly slip 

back out of Jerusalem for the night.  Clearly the story of this holy week is 

just beginning. 

Prayer Prompt…God, what was going on with that crowd?  What did they 

see in Jesus?  What were they hoping as they cried Hosanna?  Help me to 

see you and to hope in… 

 

Tuesday March 19                                        Mark 11:11 -26 

Jesus enters Jerusalem once again.  Now he appears in the temple quoting 

the prophets Isaiah and Jeremiah.  My house shall be called a house of pray-

er…But you have made it a den of robbers. Jesus announces judgement and 

acts to purify the temple by disrupting the business of temple religion.  This 

creates more interest from the crowd, who are spellbound—and more ha-

tred from the religious leaders, who kept looking for a way to kill him. 

Prayer Prompt…God, Jesus would not be ignored.  He boldly confronted 

human sin.  As I look at my life, I wonder if you might confront me about… 



Wednesday March 20                                  Mark 11:27 -37 

Now Jesus enters Jerusalem to face direct challenge from the priests and 

scribes.  They ask him, By what authority are you doing these things?  Jesus 

responds with a question about the authority of John the Baptist. The reli-

gious leaders have no interest in God’s authority in their midst, and Jesus 

refuses to engage them further. 

Prayer Prompt…God, open my eyes and heart.  Help me to acknowledge 

your authority over…  

 

Thursday March 21                                        Mark 12:1 -12 

Jesus follows his encounter with the religious leaders of his day by telling a 

horrifying parable, which centers on the idea of rejection.  The tenants of a 

beautiful vineyard – a metaphor for God’s beloved people Israel – reject 

the vineyard owner’s son. In fact, they kill him as they killed the messen-

gers who came before him.  The religious leaders had no difficulty under-

standing that he told this parable against them. 

Prayer Prompt…God, when you send me a messenger, when you send me 

your son Jesus, may I accept your mercy - especially in… 

 

Friday March 22                                           Mark 12:13 -17 

Now the Pharisees and Herodians come to trap Jesus. They try to get Jesus 

to speak out against Roman taxes, hoping to get Jesus in trouble with the 

political authorities.  Jesus will not be trapped. Give to the emperor the 

things that are the emperor’s and give to God the things that are God’s.   

Jesus boldly challenges his attackers to consider their own lives and priori-

ties. 

Prayer Prompt…God help me to give to you what belongs to you.  Today let 

me give you… 



Monday March 25                                        Mark 12:18 -27 

Now it’s the Sadducees’ turn to question Jesus.  The question about the 

resurrection refers to their favorite theological issue – a belief that distin-

guished them from other Jewish groups of that time. Jesus seems to chas-

tise the Sadducees for their emphasis on life after death.  He also warns 

them that they know neither the scriptures nor the power of God. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, I want to know your word, and I want to know the 

power you bring into the world and into my life.  Help me to know… 

 

Tuesday March 26                                        Mark 12:28 -34 

One scribe has watched Jesus closely and approaches him asking, Which 

commandment is the first of all? Jesus answers that total love of God is the 

greatest commandment. The scribe acknowledges that the great prophets 

of Israel taught the same thing.  Jesus responds You are not far from the 

Kingdom of God. Appreciating that Jesus follows in a line of those who 

spoke God’s word means that the scribe is close to the Kingdom.  Those 

that recognize Jesus as the Word of God will enter that Kingdom. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus help me love you with everything I have.  May I learn 

to love you in… 

 

Wednesday March 27                                   Mark 12:35 -40 

Now Jesus goes on the offense, berating the scribes for their beliefs about 

the Messiah and for their hypocrisy.  Their unjust social and political prac-

tices betray their spiritual shallowness. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus show me my hypocrisy... 



Thursday March 28                                      Mark 12:41 -44 

To continue to drive home his point, Jesus lifts up the sacrificial gift of a 

poor widow.  He suggests that her small gift constitutes more than the 

large donations of ostentatious religious leaders.  Again, Jesus highlights 

the hypocrisy of the religious elite.  He believes the motivation of the poor 

widow to be based on purer, spiritual values.  The widow’s poverty is to be 

respected and honored.  Her contribution to the temple treasury, coming 

out of poverty, deserves respect and honor as well. Blessed are you who 

are poor, for yours is the Kingdom of God (Luke 6:20), said Jesus.  For him, 

the difference between the religious elite and the truly blessed was crystal 

clear. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, help me to understand the ways in which I am poor.  

Help me to give out of my lack.  Help me especially with… 

 

Friday March 29                                               Mark 13:1 -8 

We now enter the most difficult chapter of the Gospel of Mark.  Here we 

find a collection of Jesus’ teachings concerning the future.  We also find 

answers to two of the early church’s most pressing questions:  When will 

Jesus return, and what are we to do in the meantime?  Jesus begins by 

talking of the destruction of the temple in Jerusalem, something that 

seemed unfathomable to those listening.  When the disciples ask privately 

about the particulars of this destruction, Jesus speaks of an apocalyptic 

event that includes war, earthquake, and false messiahs.  Mysteriously, 

Jesus says this is but the beginning of birth-pangs.  

Prayer Prompt…Jesus there are many around me who announce disaster. 

There are others who announce that they are the solution to my problems.  

Help me to be calm and discerning.  Help me to reach instead for you.  

Help me in… 



Monday April 1                                               Mark 13:9 -13 

Jesus continues to speak of God’s future, saying beware of yourselves. 

While external events may threaten and remain beyond our control, we 

can attend to our own weaknesses.  Doubt, faithlessness and disloyalty to 

the Gospel come from within, says Jesus.  So be aware! 

Prayer Prompt…God help me to know myself.  Make me strong in…  

 

Tuesday April 2                                            Mark 13:14 -23 

Here Jesus refers to an ultimate opponent of God and a time of flight and 

tribulation for the faithful.  These mysterious words echo the prophecy of 

Daniel, and they speak to a time still in the future for God’s people.  While 

impossible to completely explain or comprehend, one thing stands out in 

Jesus’ sayings.  Jesus unravels the mystery of God’s power to redeem and 

save, showing that it overcomes evil today and in the future! 

Prayer Prompt…God help me focus less on the evil around me and more on 

your power.  I want to see your power at work in… 

 

Wednesday April 3                                       Mark 13:24 -27 

Quoting the prophets Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel and Daniel, Jesus speaks of the 

glory and power of the “Age to Come”.  Many have wished for more de-

tails!  Exactly who will be gathered in and who will be left out?  When will 

this happen, and how will it happen?  Jesus gives no real description.  Jesus 

is content to leave the future in God’s hands. 

Prayer Prompt…God I want to leave the future in your hands, especially 

when it comes to… 



Thursday April 4                                          Mark 13:28 -31 

After the great climax of Mark 13:26-27, Jesus now assures his listeners 

that the second coming will definitely happen – even if the time and date 

remain a mystery.  He also exhorts his followers to be prepared and watch-

ful.  The tension between watching and waiting for the second coming of 

Christ while living and working in a way that honors Christ never              

diminishes. 

Prayer Prompt…God I have questions about your ultimate future for our 

world and for my life.  Give me courage and hope, and help me to under-

stand… 

 

Friday April 5                                               Mark 13:32 -37 

Keep awake!  Don’t be found asleep!  You don’t want to miss this!  There is 

both an excitement and a comfort to Jesus’ words as this chapter con-

cludes. Jesus wants folks to know that God does a new thing and we have 

the privilege of participating.  Don’t sleepwalk through life but be awake! 

The truth we celebrate during Lent is that God acts decisively on our behalf 

in Jesus Christ.  God continues to move in power and in Spirit into lives and 

families and communities all the time.  The Lenten journey calls each of us 

to strain our eyes, to search the horizon, to live awake, sober, and eagerly 

watching for God’s surprising presence in our midst.  Keep awake!  Don’t 

miss what God is saying and what God is doing in your life and in the lives 

of those around you! 

 

Prayer Prompt… God, in this new day help me to be awake to your bless-

ings.  Awake my heart to…  



Monday April 8                                               Mark 14:1 -11 

Mark 14 begins with a woman pouring expensive perfume over Jesus.  

Those watching are incensed.  Why was the ointment wasted in this way?  It 

could have been sold and the proceeds given to the poor. Only Jesus truly 

understands the woman's actions.  Let her alone…She has done a good thing 

to me.  As the woman wastes a large amount of precious ointment out of 

love, Jesus prepares to perform an extravagant act of love for the sake of 

the world. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus thank you for pouring yourself out for the sake of the 

world.  Teach me to pour out in… 

 

Tuesday April 9                                            Mark 14:12 -21 

As the disciples take their place in an upper room in Jerusalem, sharing 

friendship and the ritual blessings of a Passover meal, their time is inter-

rupted by a jarring statement from Jesus.  Truly I tell you, one of you will 

betray me, one who is eating with me.  Shocked murmurs run through the 

group.  What is Jesus speaking of?  What is about to happen?  Surely, not I, 

they say to one another. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, surely I would not betray you, even when… 

 

Wednesday April 10                                     Mark 14:22 -31 

The disciples’ meal with Jesus continues to be unusual.  Jesus talks of the 

Passover bread and wine as his body and blood.  He leads them out of the 

city, to the Mount of Olives, and continues to speak of being deserted by 

everyone.  Jesus tells Peter that he will betray him three times, and Peter 

vehemently denies that such a thing might happen. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, surely I would never deny you, even with… 



Thursday April 11                                            Mark 14:32 -52 

Here, in the garden of Gethsemane, Jesus’ predictions about desertion and 

betrayal come true.  Peter, James and John—men who love Jesus and whom 

Jesus counts upon—fall asleep in his hour of need. Could you not keep awake 

one hour?  asks Jesus.  Judas arrives with a mob to arrest his teacher and 

friend, betraying Jesus with a kiss.  As the arrest happens, Mark records that 

all of them deserted him and fled. 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, surely I would not flee from you when I… 

 

 

Friday April 12                                                Mark 14:53 -72 

In the courtyard of the High Priest’s house, Peter comes to the end of his 

strength and faith. The “rock” that Jesus named as the foundation of the 

Church crumbles in recognition of failure and betrayal.  Peter weeps.  He 

weeps for himself, and for the destruction of his confidence.  He weeps for his 

beloved Rabbi, and that he is helpless to save or comfort the one he loves.  

He weeps for an uncertain future, for dreams and hopes beginning to die.  

Now Peter takes his first step toward the cross of Christ.  Here we take our 

first step as well.  In those places where we come to the end of our ability, 

love, and hope, we find a Savior who is able, who loves beyond anything we 

imagine, and who gives birth to hope by laying down his life for broken, 

weeping ones like us. Those things that make us weep God takes to the cross 

and redeems! 

Prayer Prompt…Jesus, take my tears and by your power hold them and hold 

me until redemption is possible.  I am so sorry about… 



Monday April 15                                             Mark 15:1 -15 

Jesus is led to Pilate.  The religious leaders and the crowd do their part.  Barab-

bas, a revolutionary and murderer, receives a pardon which could have gone 

to Jesus.  Jesus remains silent, making no defense. 

 He was opposed and he was afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth…

 like a sheep before his shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  

 Isaiah 53:7 

Prayer Prompt…God what wondrous love is this that you would silently accept 

my sin and go to your death?  I wonder… 
 

Tuesday April 16                                          Mark 15:16-20 

Before leaving Pilate’s quarters, the Roman soldiers ridicule and insult Jesus.  

Hail, King of the Jews, they sneer. They place a robe and thorny crown upon 

Jesus.  As they spit on him and strike him, Jesus remains silent. 

 I gave my body to attackers…I didn’t hide my face from                      

 insults and spitting.  Isaiah 50:6 

Prayer Prompt…God, what wondrous love is this that accepts contempt       

willingly?  I wonder… 
 

Wednesday April 17                                     Mark 15:21-32 

Mark’s description of the crucifixion is brief.  Jesus suffers as the crowds pass 

by taunting.  The religious leaders show up as well, saying, He saved others. He 

cannot save himself?  Jesus hangs on the cross abandoned and alone.  

 All who see me mock at me; they sneer at me, they shake their heads. 

 Psalm 22:7 

Prayer Prompt…God, what wondrous love is this that suffers and dies for me?   

I wonder… 



Thursday April 18                                        Mark 15:33 -41 

Darkness fills the sky and the curtain of the temple rips in two. Suprana-

tional events mark God’s redemptive work against sin and death.  Jesus 

cries out in agony and breathes his last.  It is the Gentile centurion who 

speaks the words that close Jesus’ earthly life.  These are the same words 

heard at the river Jordan at the opening of the Gospel: Truly this man was 

God’s son. 

 My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?  Psalm 22:1 

Prayer Prompt…God, what wondrous love is that that your son redeems 

us?  I wonder… 

 

Friday April 19                                             Mark 15:42 -47 

It is finished.  Because the Sabbath approaches, Jesus’ body gets a quick 

burial by a wealthy admirer, Joseph of Arimathea.  The stone is rolled into 

place and the tomb is closed. Only silence and the suffering of grief remain. 

Our journey to the cross concludes and a timely question arises:  who gets 

the last word in our world? Who has the last word here at this quiet tomb?  

Have death, destruction and despair won? The question hangs in the air 

and the silence of the garden resounds.  Who or what will speak the last 

word? 

 God of silent places, I come to you with this important question.  

 Who has the last word over my life and in our world?  Are you 

 speaking to me now?  What are you doing in the silent places of 

 my life and of our world?  Help me to have the eyes to see and the 

 ears to hear your Word.  Hear my prayer about… 

 



Roll Away the Stone                        Mark 16 

“Who will roll away the stone for us?”, the three women that approached 

the tomb wondered.  When they arrived, it had been rolled away and a 

young man sat near it.  I had always forgotten about the young man’s pres-

ence.  I imagine he is the one who had the miraculous strength to roll away 

the stone so that the women and the world could see the miracle that 

morning.   

As I reflect on how the world views Easter, I wonder who sees it as a family 

get-together day, a time for candy and egg-hunting, or maybe even the 

dreaded day #1 of 2 when one has to go to church.  So many people will 

not attend worship today.  And yet, maybe the ones who celebrate the ris-

en Lord on this most holy of days can bring the light of Christ to the 

world?    

Like the young man at the tomb, might we need to serve someone. I  won-

der who God needs me to roll away the stone for this Easter, so that the 

truth that death never wins is known?  As I shout the praise “He is Risen!”, 

who might need me to show them the resurrection through a simple yet 

not-always-convenient act of service?  Could it be someone in my family? 

Should we invite someone to join us for dinner today? Should I reach out to 

the person who pops in my head for no apparent reason?  Should we help 

our neighbor who we know needs help picking his weeds?  May each of us 

use the miraculous strength of love to roll away the stone today.  

Prayer Prompt...Risen Lord, help me to share this world-changing news of 

victory through my actions today.   



Join us for six unique opportunities for personal reflection, meditation, and 

celebration in the season of Lent. Each Wednesday from 12:00-12:30 p.m. 

an organist from our extraordinary lineup will present a program in the 

context of Lent. Free admission; a light lunch provided. 

 March 13 Eric Mellenbruch April 3 Paul Keith  

 March 20 Scott McNulty April 10 Storm Knien 

 March 27 Eric Wall April 17 Glenn Hunter 

 

The Pastors will teach a special Lenten study, Journey to the Cross, 

Wednesday Nights starting March 13 through April 17. Everyone will meet 

in the Parlor at 6:30 and then small groups will meet from 7:00 to 7:30 

p.m. This class will not meet March 20. 



512-327-1116  

Facebook.com/WHPCAustin  

7127 Bee Cave Rd, Austin, TX  

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 
 
 
 
Palm Sunday 
April 14 
 
 
Maundy Thursday 
April 18 
 
 
Good Friday 
April 19 
 
Easter Sunday 
April 21 

Service of scripture, meditation, communion, music and 
prayer with the imposition of ashes. 12:00 p.m. in the 
Chapel and 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Childcare available 
at 6:30 p.m. No Wednesday Night Dinner. 
 
Services at 8:15 and 10:30 a.m. Education for all ages at 
9:15 a.m. Shuttle provided from the Downhill lot and the 
Overlook Parking lot from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
 
Service with Communion at noon. From 6:00-8:00 p.m. 
every half hour, we will host 20-minute services in  
Sanctuary with communion. 
 
Tenebrae Service at 7:00 p.m. with Band and Choir. Join 
us for this traditional “service of darkness”. 
 
6:30 a.m. Sunrise service outside the Sanctuary and 
offsite at Barton Creek West. 
8:15 a.m. Service with communion in the Sanctuary 
9:30 and 11:15 a.m. Services with Choir, Band and Brass. 
Childcare for 5 and under available at 9:30 and 11:15 a.m. 
Shuttle provided from Downhill lot and the Overlook lot 
from 6:00 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. No Sunday School. 

Lent and Holy Week Calendar 


